SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:
The Mayor


Deputy Mayor


All Members of Sandy Town Council

There will be a Meeting of Sandy Town Council on Monday 21st June 2004, in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

15th June 2004








T N Stewart











Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  APOLOGIES

2.  TO RECEIVE VERBAL REPORT FROM INSPECTOR J MARIES OF BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE
3.  TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM 

MEMBERS

(a) Prejudicial Interests

(b) Personal Interests

4.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

5.  CO-OPTION TO FILL CASUAL VACANCY ON SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To consider expressions of interest received and to make the formal co-option of a new member to fill the Casual Vacancy on Sandy Town Council.

(COPIES OF COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRES RECEIVED ATTACHED - MEMBERS ONLY.)

6.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 

COUNCIL

(ANY PLANS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM FROM 7.15PM ONWARDS AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO VIEW THESE PRIOR TO THIS ITEM)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
8.  MINUTES AND REPORTS 

To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

+     (a)  Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 10th May 2004.
+     (b)  Special Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 10th May 2004.

*+   (c)  Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 17th May 2004.

*+   (d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 24th May

  2004.

+ = Previously circulated

* = Exempt Information – Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.

9.  MATTERS ARISING

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

10.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES

To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
11.  CLERK’S REPORT

 (COPY ATTACHED)

12.  SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT

(a)  To receive presentations from Mrs M Baker and Mr J Pagliaro.

(b)  To receive and consider Exempt Information reports from Cllr Blaine and Cllr Gale.  (COPIES ATTACHED)  (EXEMPT INFORMATION – MEMBERS ONLY)

13.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

On matters raised during this meeting.

14.  PRESS RELEASE

*IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM SECTION (8) OF THE (EXEMPT INFORMATION) LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.
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7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

11.5.04
Chaired an Open Meeting in Biggleswade concerning the Biggleswade 


skatepark.

13.5.04
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Annual Mayor Making Meeting of 


Huntingdon District Council.

15.5.04
Attended with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Flitwick's Italian Night at the Rufus 


Centre (Italian meal and concert by the Symphonia Academica).

16.5.04
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the 'Granting Freedom of the Town of St


Ives' ceremony to the Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets.

18.5.04
With the Mayoress attended the Sandy 22 ATC Squadron and presented a 


cheque, from the Mayor's Charity, for their mini-bus appeal.

22.5.04
Attended with the Mayoress the judging of the Sandy Summer Festival's Prince 


and Princess competition.

28.5.04
With the Mayoress, welcomed the Twinning Party from Malaunay at a 


Twinning Reception held in the Council Chamber.  Several other Councillors 


involved in the Twinning Committee were also present.

29.5.04
Attended the Twinning Committee's Swimming Gala at the Saxon Pool, 


Biggleswade.

5.6.04
Supported by the Mayoress attended the Heydon Grange Golf Club and 


presented a cheque from the Mayor's Charity, to the East Anglia Air Ambulance.

6.6.04
Supported by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress, the Chairman 


of Huntingdonshire District Council's end of term luncheon.

6.6.04
Attended with the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress, The Sandy 


RBL D-Day Barbecue at the Queen's Head Public House.

9.6.04
With Cllrs Gale and Aldis attended the first meeting of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd.

15.6.04
Hosted a meeting of the Primary Healthcare Trust with local Town and Parish 


Councils at 10 Cambridge Road.

19.6.04
Attended with the Mayoress the judging of the procession floats for the Sandy 


Summer Festival and rode in the Festival Procession.

20.6.05
Supported by the Mayoress attended The Pasque Charity's Mid-Summer Show


at Barnfield College, Luton.

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (CONTD)

20.6.04
Attended with the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress the Army


Benevolent Fund (Bedfordshire Committee) reception at Toddington Manor.

DEPUTY MAYOR 

13.6.04              Attended with the Deputy Mayoress the Mayor of St Neots' Civic Service.

19.6.04              Attended with the Deputy Mayoress the judging of floats for Sandy Summer

                          Festival.
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9.  MATTERS ARISING

(a)  "The Riddy" Local Nature Reserve - Approval of Byelaws (8.12.03) (69/03).

Still awaiting signature by the Secretary.

(b)  Action Point Service - Re-organisation (1.3.04) (100/03)

Further letter sent to Chief Executive, Bedfordshire County Council.

Reply received 26.5.04. (COPY ATTACHED) 

(c)  Parking on Grass Verges and Footways (10.5.04) (4/04)Letters sent to M.B.D.C., County Council and Police 14.5.04.  Replies received from M.B.D.C. and County Council on 27.5.04.

Both replies indicate that "their authorities have no powers to act in respect of this matter and it is entirely to the police to deal with".  It is suggested that in the event of persistent problems in a specific area the elector making the complaint contact PC Jacky Johnson in the Traffic Division at Kempston who has taken action on previous similar complaints.

(COPY LETTER FROM PC HOWARTH, BEAT MANAGER ATTACHED)

(d)  Action for Market Towns Convention 23rd to 25th September 2004 (10.5.04) (20/04)

Consequent to the last meeting of the Council, Cllr Blaine found that he was able to attend the Convention and the appropriate booking was therefore made.
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11.  CLERK’S REPORT

(1)  Accounts 01.04.04 to 30.04.04 and from 01.05.04 to 31.05.04

To receive and approve Lists of Receipts and Payments for April and May 2004.

(COPIES WILL BE ON DISPLAY PRIOR TO THE MEETING)
(2)  October Meeting of Council

Standing Order A3 of the Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council set out that "the other statutory meetings of the Council shall be held on a Monday evening on a six week cyclical basis throughout the year", and the Calendar of Meetings is prepared on that basis.

To change a date of a meeting requires the suspension of Standing Orders and the approval of Council.

Both the Mayor and Deputy Mayor will be away from the town on the date of the October meeting of the Council, 25th October, and therefore if it goes ahead the meeting will be required to elect its own Chairman for that meeting.

The Mayor and Deputy Mayor have suggested that the alternative action as described in paragraph 2 above be taken and the date amended to 18th October 2004.

(The instructions of Council are requested)

(3)  Sandy and District Community Safety Group

Sandy has now established a Community Safety Group with Mr Richard Barlow as its Acting Chairman.

The aims of the group are to promote community safety, reduce crime and anti-social behaviour and to improve the quality of life for Sandy residents.

The Group will be working closely with Home Watch, the local Beat Officers, community organisations throughout Sandy and District and Sandy Town Council.

The Council is requested to nominate one member to serve as Town Council representative on this group and one as substitute.  (It is understood that Cllr Aldis and Cllr Gale have expressed an interest in the objectives of this new group).

(The instructions of the Council are requested)

(4)  Application for a Grant - Sandy Baptist Church

Sandy Baptist Church are "seeking to raise funding to pay for the upgrading of the church hall so that the many clubs and organisations that use it have decent surroundings in which to meet".  These include church groups but also Bedfordshire Guides, Sandy Historical Society, Christian Family Care, Primary Health Care Trust, Rainbows, Art Café, Playtots etc.

11.  CLERK’S REPORT (CONTD)

Desperately needed is the replacement of old windows, renewal of the heating system, replacement of lighting, refurbishment of the wooden floors and upgrading of the toilets, particularly for the disabled.

The total cost of this project will be in the region of £20,000.00 and the church has currently raised £8068.00.  A grant application has been made to Mid Bedfordshire District Council but as with a recent similar application by St Swithun's Church this would be strengthened if the support of the Town Council could be quoted.

No specific amount of Grant has been requested and there is no budgetary provision existing in the 2004/2005 estimates.

Any grant agreed would therefore have to be found from interests received on the Capital Account and authorised under the Section 137 powers.

(The instructions of Council are requested)

(5)  Annual Audit 2003/2004

The date of the Annual Audit has now been fixed for 19th July 2004.  The Mayor is required to sign on behalf of all Members, the Statement of Assurance.  (COPY ATTACHED)
(Approval is therefore sought for the Mayor to sign the statement as necessary)

Note

A copy of the Draft Statement of the Final Annual Accounts will be submitted for the approval of Members, as soon as this has been completed by the Internal Auditor.

(Council approval is sought)

(6)  Meeting with MBDC Re: Charters, Delegated Powers and Quality Councils – Friday 2nd July 2004 at 10.00am

The Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils have organised an exploratory meeting with MBDC to discuss Quality Councils and their roles.

One Member and one Officer from each Town Council in the Mid Beds area is invited to be present at the meeting at Ampthill on Friday 2nd July 2004 at 10.00am.

(The nomination of a Member is requested)

N.B.  It is suggested that the Deputy Clerk also attend this meeting as the "Officer".  The work that Mrs Foster is currently undertaking on her AQA Course is closely aligned to Quality Council status and the possible role of a Quality Council.


